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Year 2016 Highlights 
 
 

 Record home flooding in Cypress Creek Watershed.  “Tax Day” storm (2,100+ homes 
flooded) followed 6 weeks later by Memorial Week-end storm (230 Cypress Creek and 
Willow Creek homes flooded).  Harris County tells public this was due to 500-year 
storm.  (Page 12-24 for storm details and Page 25-31 for Historical Stream Gage 
Information). 

 
 Texas Supreme Court reverses opinion on local flood damaged 400+ home lawsuit, 

“Kerr vs.  Harris County / Harris County Flood Control District”.  This ruling prevented 
what we believe was the good possibility of a trial by jury of damaged home-owner 
peers.  Has far-reaching legal and political impact to hundreds of thousands of residents 
currently faced with risk from rising waters!    (Page 39_ for details) 

 
 Cypress Creek Flood Control Coalition’s Board of Directors authorized technical 

review of 2016 Tax Day and Memorial Weekend rainfall and FEMA / HCFCD 
computer model results used to calculate 100-year flood plain / floodways in Cypress 
Creek Watershed.  (Pg_33_for details). 

 
 Harris County Flood Control District Executive Director retired.  New appointee now at 

helm.   
 

 Addicks Reservoir has a fixed limit to both (1) its stormwater storage capacity and (2) 
the maximum height of its pool which can be allowed before an overflow causing a 
downstream disaster.  During the Tax Day storm it raised to a new all time level of over 
5-feet above all previous records.  These upper limits are increasingly threatened by 
increased drainage volume flowing from exploding new land development in Cypress 
Creek and Addicks Watersheds. A government long range solution compatible to 
continued upstream land development is not apparent.  Cypress Creek downstream 
communities are becoming increasingly endangered if existing / increasing overflow is 
blocked in order to solve risk of Addicks flooding into down stream City of Houston.  
(Pg. 32 for details) 

 
 History of Harris County Flood Control District failure to implement Cypress Creek 

Watershed drainage/flood mitigation master-plan continued.  Cypress Creek Overflow 
Management Plan study conceptual plan report approved in 2015 by Texas Water 
Development Board stalls and doesn’t make it to Harris County Commissioners Court 
for decision/approval to move forward with next step.  (Pg.32__for details). 

 
 Harris County and HCFCD  senior management continue to rebuff  CCFCC technical 

expert engineering research conclusions that the county’s existing regulatory criteria 
limiting stormwater detention outflow are inadequate; thus contribute rather than thwart 
growing flood risk to downstream communities.  Commissioners Court approved 
revisions to such criteria in March 2016 following CCFCC efforts to dissuade 
otherwise.  (Pg. 32_for details).   
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 Harris County Flood Control District goes on record via their Capital Improvement 

Program (CIP)  seeking Commissioners Court approval to  increase annual  capital 
improvement funding  (currently at a  $60 million per year cap) - - -to   $200 million per 
year - - - - stating they need  $12 billion  to achieve   flood risk reduction to a 25-year 
level of protection over a 60- year period.  (Page _34-38 for details). 

 
 Cypress Creek Greenway project continued to experience high level of support and 

action throughout the community.  More nature trails and parks.  (Pg.44-46 for details). 
 
 

 Little Cypress Frontier development plan by HCFCE continued with more regional 
detention basin design plans and funding coming to fruition after “Major Tributaries” 
engineering recommendations were established in 2003. 

 (Page _7 for details). 
 
 Elections resulted in major changes in the line-up of state representatives for those 

districts overlapping the Cypress Creek Watershed boundaries.    CCFCC begins effort 
(before election) to seek their undertaking actions to assist in promoting / achieving 
progress in political support conducive to flood risk relief in our watershed.   
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